TRANSFORMING THE DISCIPLINE OF EDUCATION

Thisisthe century of new and universal nationhood. Sciences have advanced; industries
have progressed; politics have been reformed; liberty has been proclaimed; justiceis
awakening. Thisisthe century of motion, divine stimulus and accomplishment, the century
of human solidarity and altruistic service, the century of universal peace and thereality of
the divine Kingdom. ( Abdu'l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 143)

Creation isthe expression of motion. Motion islife. A moving object isaliving object,
whereasthat which ismotionlessand inert isas dead. All created formsare progressivein
their planes, or kingdoms of existence, under the stimulus of the power or spirit of life. The
universal energy isdynamic. Nothing is stationary in the material world of outer
phenomena or in theinner world of intellect and consciousness. (P.U.P., p. 140)

Likewise, the spiritual bounty and springtime of God quicken theworld of humanity with
a new animus and vivification. All the virtueswhich have been deposited and potential in
human heartsare being revealed from that Reality asflowersand blossoms from divine
gardens. It isaday of joy, atime of happiness, a period of spiritual growth. | beg of God
that thisdivine spiritual civilization may have the fullest impression and effect upon you.
(P.U.P., p. 38-9)

Divine education isthat of the Kingdom of God: it consistsin acquiring divine perfections,
and thisistrue education... (‘Abdu’l-Baha, Some Answered Questions, p. 9)

Consequently, the Divinity of God, which isthe sum of all perfections, reflectsitself in the
reality of man--that isto say, the Essence of Onenessisthe gathering of all perfections, and
from thisunity He casts areflection upon the human reality. Man, then, isthe perfect
mirror facing the Sun of Truth and isthe center of radiation: the Sun of Truth shinesin this
mirror. Thereflection of the divine perfections appearsin thereality of man, so heisthe
representative of God, the messenger of God. (S.A.Q., p. 196)

Onething and only onething will unfailingly and alone secur e the undoubted triumph of
thissacred Cause, namely, the extent to which our own inner life and private character
mirror forth in their manifold aspects the splendour of those eternal principles proclaimed
by Baha'u'llah. (Shoghi Effendi, Unfolding Destiny, p. 28)

M or eover, these member s, these elements, this composition, which arefound in the
organism of man, are an attraction and magnet for the spirit; it iscertain that the spirit will
appear init. Soamirror which isclear will certainly attract the rays of the sun. It will
become luminous, and wonder ful images will appear in it--that isto say, when these existing
elements are gathered together according to the natural order, and with perfect strength,
they become a magnet for the spirit, and the spirit will become manifest in them with all its
perfections. (‘ Abdu'l-Baha, Some Answer ed Questions, p. 201)

..theearth isthemirror of the Kingdom; the material world correspondsto the spiritual
world. Now observethat in the sensible world appearances are not repeated, for no beingin
any respect isidentical with, nor the same as, another being. The sign of singlenessisvisible
and apparent in all things. If all the granaries of the world werefull of grain, you would not
find two grains absolutely alike, the same and identical without any distinction. It iscertain
that there will be differences and distinctions between them. Asthe proof of uniqueness



existsin all things, and the Oneness and Unity of God is apparent in thereality of all things,
therepetition of the same appear anceis absolutely impossible. (S.A.Q., p. 283)

Theverdure and foliage of spiritual growth are appearingin great abundancein the
gardens of human hearts. Know yethe value of these passing days and vanishing nights.
Striveto attain a station of absolute love onetoward another. By the absence of love, enmity
increases. By the exer cise of love, love strengthens and enmities dwindle away.
(‘Abdu’l-Bahd, Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 9)

Absolute repose does not exist in nature. All things either make progress or lose ground.
Everything movesforward or backward, nothing iswithout motion. From hisbirth, a man
progresses physically until hereaches maturity, then, having arrived at the prime of hislife,
he beginsto decline, the strength and powers of his body decrease, and he gradually arrives
at the hour of death. Likewise a plant progresses from the seed to maturity, then itslife
beginsto lessen until it fades and dies. A bird soarsto a certain height and having reached
the highest possible point in itsflight, beginsits descent to earth.

Thusit isevident that movement is essential to all existence. All material things progressto
a certain point, then begin to decline. Thisisthe law which governsthe whole physical
creation.

Now let us consider the soul. We have seen that movement is essential to existence; nothing
that haslifeiswithout motion. All creation, whether of the mineral, vegetable or animal
kingdom, is compelled to obey the law of motion; it must either ascend or descend. But with
the human soul, thereisno decline. Its only movement is towar ds perfection; growth and
progress alone constitute the motion of the soul.

In theworld of spirit thereisno retrogression. The world of mortality isaworld of
contradictions, of opposites; mation being compulsory everything must either go forward
or retreat. In therealm of spirit thereisnoretreat possible, all movement isbound to be
towar ds a perfect state. "Progress isthe expression of spirit in theworld of matter. The
intelligence of man, his reasoning powers, his knowledge, his scientific achievements, all
these being manifestations of the spirit, partake of theinevitable law of spiritual progress
and are, therefore, of necessity, immortal.

My hopefor you isthat you will progressin theworld of spirit, aswell asin theworld of
matter; that your intelligence will develop, your knowledge will augment, and your

under standing be widened.

You must ever pressforward, never standing still; avoid stagnation, thefirst steptoa
backward movement, to decay. (‘Abdu'l-Bah4, Paris Talks, p. 88 — 94)

These shall labor ceasdlessy by day and by night, shall heed neither trial nor woe, shall
suffer no respitein their efforts, shall seek no repose, shall disregard all ease and comfort
and, detached and unsullied, shall consecrate every fleeting moment of their lifeto the
diffusion of the divine fragrance and the exaltation of God's holy Word. Their face will
radiate heavenly gladness, and their hearts befilled with joy. Their soulswill be inspired,
and their foundation stand secure. They shall scatter in theworld, and travel throughout all
regions. They shall raisetheir voicein every assembly, and adorn and revive every
gathering. They shall speak in every tongue, and inter pret every hidden meaning. They
shall reveal the mysteries of the Kingdom, and manifest unto every one the signs of God.
They shall burn brightly even asa candlein the heart of every assembly, and beam forth as
a star upon every horizon. The gentle breeze wafted from the garden of their hearts shall
perfume and revive the souls of men, and the revelations of their minds, even as showers,
reinvigorate the peoples and nations of the world.

(‘Abdu’l-Baha - Compilation, Baha'i World Faith, p. 355)
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