
PURPOSE AND GOALS OF EDUCATION

(1) “We have decreed, O people, that the highest and last end of all learning be the recognition of Him Who is the Object of all knowledge.” (Bahá'u'lláh, ESW: 129)

(2) “There are certain pillars which have been established as the unshakeable supports 

of the Faith of God. The mightiest of these is learning and the use of the mind…”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 126)

(3) “If, then, the pursuit of knowledge lead to the beauty of Him Who is the Object of all Knowledge, how excellent that goal; but if not, a mere drop will perhaps shut a man off from flooding grace, for with learning cometh arrogance and pride, and it bringeth on error and indifference to God.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 110)

(4) “We prescribe unto all men that which will lead to the exaltation of the Word of God 

amongst His servants, and likewise, to the advancement of the world of being and the uplift of souls. To this end, the greatest means is education of the child.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, CC, vol. I: 246)

(5) “Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause it 

to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, G: 259)

(6) “In truth, knowledge is a veritable treasure for man, and a source of glory, of bounty, 

of joy, of exaltation, of cheer and gladness unto him.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, ESW: 26)

(7) “It is not desirable that a man be left without knowledge or skills, for he is then 

but a barren tree…And better off dead than alive is he who produceth no fruit.”  

(Bahá'u'lláh, CC, vol. I: 247)

(8) “Then, so much as capacity and capability allow, ye needs must deck the tree of 

being with fruits such as knowledge, wisdom, spiritual perception and eloquent speech.”  

(Bahá'u'lláh, CC, vol. I: 247)

(9) “By My life! Man's distinction lieth not in ornaments or wealth, but rather in virtuous 

behaviour and true understanding.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, TB: 57)

(10) “I hope that you will use your understanding to promote the unity and tranquillity of 

mankind, to give enlightenment and civilization to the people, to produce love in all around 

you, and to bring about the universal peace.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, PT: 42)

(11) “Bend your minds and wills to the education of the peoples and kindreds of the earth, 

that haply the dissensions that divide it may, through the power of the Most Great Name, 

be blotted out from its face, and all mankind become the upholders of one Order…”  

(Bahá'u'lláh, G: 333)

(12) “…Is not the object of every Revelation to effect a transformation in the whole character 

of mankind, a transformation that shall…affect both its inner life and external conditions?”  (Bahá'u'lláh, KI: 240)

(13) “…The aim of an educator is to so train human souls, that their angelic aspect may 

overcome their animal side.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BWF: 331)

(14) “…that they may advance in all aspects of human endeavour, whether outward or inward, hidden or visible, material or spiritual, until they make of this mortal world a widespread mirror, to reflect that other world which dieth not.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 128)

(15) “The primary, the most urgent requirement is the promotion of education. It is inconceivable that any nation should achieve prosperity and success unless this paramount, this fundamental concern is carried forward.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SDC: 109)

(16) "Bahá'u'lláh considered education as one of the most fundamental factors of a true civilization.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, LOG: 210)

(17) “Observe carefully how education and the arts of civilization bring honor, prosperity, independence and freedom to a government and its people.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SDC: 111)

(18) “…The primary cause of oppression and injustice, of unrighteousness, irregularity 

and disorder, is the people's lack of religious faith and the fact that they are uneducated.”

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SDC: 18)

(19) “The principal reason for the decline and fall of peoples is ignorance. Today the mass 

of the people are uninformed even as to ordinary affairs, how much less do they grasp the core of the important problems and complex needs of the time.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SDC: 109)

(20) “The transformation which is to occur in the functioning of society will certainly depend 

to a great extent on the effectiveness of the preparations the youth make for the world they will inherit." (Universal House of Justice, LOG: 636)

(21) “He hopes these young people will prepare themselves for the great task which will 

face them in the future, that of helping to rebuild the world with the aid and inspiration of 

the Bahá'í teachings.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, CC, vol. I: 305)

(22) “May you pursue your education and training for future service to mankind…”

(Universal House of Justice, LOG: 635)


THE CURRICULUM – PART 1

(1) “Education is of three kinds: material, human and spiritual. Material education is concerned with the progress and development of the body, through gaining its sustenance, 

its material comfort and ease…Human education signifies civilization and progress -- that 

is to say, government, administration, charitable works, trades, arts and handicrafts, sciences, great inventions and discoveries and elaborate institutions…Divine education is that of the Kingdom of God: it consists in acquiring divine perfections…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAQ: 7)

(2) “Education…in order to be adequate and fruitful, should be comprehensive in nature 

and should take into consideration not only the physical and the intellectual side of man 

but also his spiritual and ethical aspects.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, LOG: 210)

(3) “He promulgated the adoption of the same course of education for man and woman. 

Daughters and sons must follow the same curriculum of study, thereby promoting unity 

of the sexes.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, PUP: 175)

(4) “The subjects to be taught in children's schools are many, and for lack of time We can 

touch on only a few: First and most important is training in behavior and good character…”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, LOG: 147)

(5) “See to it that the children are raised up to embody the highest perfections of humankind, 

to such a degree that every one of them will be trained in the use of the mind, in acquiring knowledge, in humility and lowliness, in dignity, in ardour and love.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 32)

(6) “Educate the children in reading, writing, the various branches of knowledge, and the 

expansion of consciousness…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 48)

(7) “Let them open wide their eyes and uncover the inner realities of all things, become 

proficient in every art and skill, and learn  to comprehend the secrets of all things.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 37)

(8) “Give them the advantage of every useful kind of knowledge. Let them share in every 

new and rare and wondrous craft and art. Bring them up to work and strive, and accustom them to hardship. Teach them to dedicate their lives to matters of great import, and inspire them to undertake studies that will benefit mankind.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 129)

(9) “The learned of the day must direct the people to acquire those branches of knowledge 

which are of use…Such academic pursuits as begin and end in words alone have never 

been and will never be of any worth.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, TB: 168)

(10) “[Avoid] materialistic works that are current among those who see only natural causation, and tales of love, and books that arouse the passions.” ('Abdu'l-Bahá, LOG: 148)

(11) “They should be trained in the…laws of religion; and thereafter,  in such branches of knowledge as are of benefit, and in commercial pursuits that are distinguished for integrity.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, BE: 9)

(12) “Exert the utmost effort to instruct them in the various branches of learning and useful sciences, to encourage the development of modern progress, to widen the scope of commerce, industry and the arts, to further such measures as will increase the people's wealth.” 

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SDC: 39)

(13) “If a learned individual has no knowledge of the sacred Scriptures and the entire field 

of divine and natural science, of religious jurisprudence and the arts of government and the varied learning of the time and the great events of history, he might prove unequal to an emergency, and this is inconsistent with the necessary qualification of comprehensive knowledge.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SDC: 35-36)

(14) “In addition to this wide-spread education each child must be taught a profession, art, 

or trade, so that every member of the community will be enabled to earn his own livelihood.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, CC, vol. I: 313)

(15) “Consider what a bounty and blessing it is that craftsmanship is regarded as worship. 

In former times, it was believed that such skills were tantamount to ignorance…” 

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 145)

(16) “Every child without exception must from his earliest years make a thorough study 

of the art of reading and writing, and according to his own tastes and inclinations and the degree of his capacity and powers, devote extreme diligence to the acquisition of learning, beneficial arts and skills, various languages, speech and contemporary technology.”  

(Shoghi Effendi, BE: 58)

(17) “Once they have become skilled in these fundamentals, let them go on to learning the 

elements of the other branches of knowledge, and once they have completed this study, let each one who is able and hath a keen desire for it, enroll in higher institutions of learning 

and study advanced courses in the sciences and arts.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 41)

(18) “Not all, however, will be able to engage in these advanced studies. Therefore, such children must be sent to industrial schools where they can also acquire technical skills, and once the child becomes proficient in such a skill, then let consideration be given to the child's own preference and inclinations. If a child hath a liking for commerce, then let him choose commerce; if industry, then industry; if for higher education, then the advancement of knowledge; if for some other of the responsibilities of humankind, then that.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 41-42)

(19) “The individual should, prior to engaging in the study of any subject, ask himself what 

its uses are and what fruit and result will derive from it.  If it is a useful branch of knowledge, that is, if society will gain important benefits from it, then he should certainly pursue it with all his heart.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SDC: 106)


THE CURRICULUM – PART 2

(1) “The subjects to be taught in children's schools are many…instruction in such arts and 

sciences as are of benefit, and in foreign tongues.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, LOG: 147)

(2) “And once they have become skilled in the Persian tongue, let the teacher…ask: ‘How do 

they say this in Russian, or French, or Turkish?’ …In this way, over a short period -- that is, three years- -the children will, as a result of writing the words down, become fully proficient in a number of languages, and will be able to translate a passage from one language to another. Once they have become skilled in these fundamentals, let them go on to learning 

the elements of the other branches of knowledge…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 41)

(3) “It beseemeth…the…officials of the Government to…choose one of the divers languages, and likewise one of the existing scripts, or else to create a new language and a new script to be taught children in schools throughout the world. They would, in this way, be acquiring only two languages, one their own native tongue, the other the language in which all the peoples of the world would converse…and…be relieved and freed from the necessity of acquiring and teaching different languages."  (Bahá'u'lláh, ESW: 137)

(4) “Languages must be reduced to one common language to be taught in all the schools 

of the world.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, TB: 89)

(5) “The Guardian has always advised young people to study deeply such subjects as History, Economics and Sociology as they are all related to the teachings and aid in understanding the Faith.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, LOG: 629)

(6) “…A sound knowledge of history, including religious history, and also of social and economic subjects, is of great help in teaching the Cause to intelligent people…” 

(On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, CC, vol. I: 227)

(7) “…If the Bahá'ís want to be really effective in teaching the Cause they need to be much 

better informed and able to discuss intelligently, intellectually, the present condition of the 

world and its problems...”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, CC, vol. I: 230)

(8) “You must sow the seeds of peace in the plastic minds of the children.  Teach them 

the victories of peace.  Surround them with the lessons of peace.  Envelop them with the atmosphere of peace...” ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SW, vol. 8: 116)

(9) “The thoughts of universal peace must be instilled into the minds of all the scholars, 

in order that they may become the armies of peace.” ('Abdu'l-Bahá, LOG: 212)

(10) “Consideration should also be given to teaching the concept of world citizenship as 

part of the standard education of every child."  (Universal House of Justice, PWP: 3)

(11) “The oneness of mankind…should…be…taught in schools…”  

(Universal House of Justice, PWP: 4)

(12) “When deciding what course of training to follow, youth can consider acquiring 

those skills and professions that will be of benefit in education, rural development, agriculture, economics, technology, health, radio and in many other areas of 

endeavour that are so urgently needed in the developing countries of the world.”  

(Universal House of Justice, LOG: 635)

(13) “Special regard must be paid to agriculture.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, TB: 90)

(14) “Strive as much as possible to become proficient in the science of agriculture…” 

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 144)

(15) “It is incumbent upon each child to know something of music…Likewise, it is necessary 

that the schools teach it in order that the souls and hearts of the pupils may become vivified and exhilarated and their lives be brightened with enjoyment.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, PUP: 52)

(16) “The latent talents with which the hearts of these children are endowed will find expression through the medium of music. Therefore, you must exert yourselves to make 

them proficient; teach them to sing with excellence and effect.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, PUP: 52)

(17) “There is certainly no harm in classical dancing or learning dancing in school. There is also no harm in taking part in dramas…The harmful thing, nowadays, is not the art itself but the unfortunate corruption which often surrounds these arts.”  (Shoghi Effendi, DND: 153)

(18) “Encourage ye the school children, from their earliest years, to deliver speeches of high quality, so that in their leisure time they will engage in giving cogent and effective talks, 

expressing themselves with clarity and eloquence.” ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 134)

(19) “Train your children from their earliest days to be infinitely tender and loving to animals. 

If an animal be sick, let the children try to heal it, if it be hungry, let them feed it, if thirsty, 

let them quench its thirst, if weary, let them see that it rests.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 159)

(20) “A wise schoolmaster should send his scholars out to play or to practice gymnastics for an hour, so that their minds and bodies may be refreshed, and during the hour of the lesson they may learn it better.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, LOG: 147)

(21) “The sciences of this world are droplets of reality…By the one true God! If learning 

be not a means of access to Him, the Most Manifest, it is nothing but evident loss.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 13) 


THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT & DISCIPLINE

(1) “Establish schools that are well-organized…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 33)

(2) “The school must be located in a place where the air is delicate and pure.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 135)

(3) “As to the organization of the schools: if possible the children should all wear the same kind of clothing, even if the fabric is varied.  It is preferable that the fabric as well should 

be uniform… The more cleanly the pupils are, the better; they should be immaculate.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 135)

(4) “It followeth that the children's school must be a place of utmost discipline and order, 

that instruction must be thorough…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 136)

(5) “Let them not jest and trifle, but earnestly advance unto their goals…”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 135)

(6) “Make ye every effort to improve the…School and to develop order and discipline 

in this institution.” ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 37)

(7) “Work then with heart and soul…sacrifice your possessions so that the School…will 

ever advance in discipline and order.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 25-26)

(8) “The children must be carefully trained to be most courteous and well-behaved.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 135)

(9) “The child must not be oppressed or censured because it is undeveloped; it must be 

patiently trained.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BWF: 239)

(10) “Discipline of some sort, whether physical, moral or intellectual, is indeed indispensable, 

and no training can be said to be complete and fruitful if it disregards this element. The child when born is far from being perfect. It is not only helpless, but actually is imperfect, and even is naturally inclined towards evil. He should be trained, his natural inclinations harmonized, adjusted and controlled, and if necessary suppressed or regulated, so as to insure his healthy physical and moral development.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, BE: 65)

(11) “…If the slightest undesirable trait should manifest itself, let her counsel the child and punish him, and use means based on reason, even a slight verbal chastisement should this 

be necessary. It is not, however, permissible to strike a child, or vilify him, for the child's character will be totally perverted if he be subjected to blows or verbal abuse.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 125)

(12) “Love and kindness have far greater influence than punishment upon the improvement 

of human character.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, BE: 63)

(13) “Know that this matter of instruction, of character rectification and refinement, of heartening and encouraging the child, is of the utmost importance, for such are basic principles of God.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 137)

(14) “Bahá'í parents cannot simply adopt an attitude of non resistance towards their children, particularly those who are unruly and violent by nature…Rather they should endeavour to inculcate, gently and patiently, into their youthful minds such principles of moral conduct and initiate them into the principles and teachings of the Cause with such tactful and loving care as would enable them to become 'true sons of God' and develop into loyal and intelligent citizens of His Kingdom. This is the high purpose which Bahá'u'lláh Himself has clearly defined as the chief goal of every education.” (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, BE: 65-66)

(15) “Urge them onward to the things of the spirit, that they may turn their faces unto God; 

that their ways may conform to the rules of good conduct and their character be second to none…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 142)

(16) “They must be constantly encouraged and made eager to gain all the summits of human accomplishment, so that from their earliest years they will be taught to have high aims, to conduct themselves well, to be chaste, pure, and undefiled, and will learn to be of powerful resolve and firm of purpose in all things.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 135)

(17) “Children are even as a branch that is fresh and green; they will grow up in whatever 

way ye train them. Take the utmost care to give them high ideals and goals, so that once they come of age, they will…set their hearts on achieving everlasting honour and acquiring all 

the excellences of humankind.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 135)

(18) “Bring them up to work and strive, and accustom them to hardship. Teach them to dedicate their lives to matters of great import, and inspire them to undertake studies that 

will benefit mankind.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 129)

(19) “Encourage the children from their earliest years to master every kind of learning, 

and make them eager to become skilled in every art…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 27)

(20) “If one of the children replieth…let the teacher praise and encourage him. If they 

are unable to answer, let the teacher himself give the [answer] and write it down…”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 41)

(21) “If a pupil is told that his intelligence is less than his fellow pupils, it is a very 

great drawback and handicap to his progress. He must be encouraged  to advance by the statement, "You are most capable, and if you endeavor, you will attain the highest degree."  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, PUP: 76)

(22) “The children who are at the head of the class must receive premiums. They must be encouraged and when any one of them shows good advancement, for the further development 

they must be praised and encouraged therein.” ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 73)


NATURE AND CAPACITY OF THE LEARNER

(1) “Man is, in reality, a spiritual being, and only when he lives in the spirit is he truly happy.”

('Abdu'l-Bahá, PT: 72)

(2) “Every child is potentially the light of the world -- and at the same time its darkness; 

wherefore must the question of education be accounted as of primary importance.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 130)

(3) “For the inner reality of man is a demarcation line between the shadow and the light… With education it can achieve all excellence; devoid of education it will stay on, at the lowest point of imperfection.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá: 130)

(4) “Utilize every means to make this School a garden of the All- Merciful, from which the 

lights of learning will cast their beams, and wherein the children, whether Bahá'í or other, 

will be educated to such a degree as to become God's gifts to man, and the pride of the 

human race.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, CC, vol. I: 277)

(5) “If one asks any person concerning the Bahá'í students, he will answer:  ‘In reality 

they are intelligent, sober, industrious, diligent, displaying good manners and behavior 

and concentrating all their attention on their acquirement of knowledge.’”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SW, Vol. 5: 99)

(6) “He is very glad to know that you attach importance to the training of the children, for whatever they learn in that early stage of their development will leave its traces upon their whole life.  It becomes part of their nature.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, LOG: 150)

(7) “In childhood it is easy.  Whatever a child learns during childhood, it will not forget.  

There is a proverb in Arabic that says: 'Teaching a child is like carving upon stone.  

It can never be erased.’”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BW, Vol. IX: 543)

(8) “A child is as a young plant: it will grow in whatever way you train it.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 47)

(9) “While the branch is green and tender it can easily be made straight.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 137)

(10) “It is extremely difficult to teach the individual and refine his character once puberty 

is passed…Therefore it is in early childhood that a firm foundation must be laid.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 137)

(11) “How many a child, though young in years, is yet mature and sound in judgement! 

How many an aged person is ignorant and confused! For growth and development 

depend on one's powers of intellect and reason, not on one's age or length of days.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 141)

(12) “The newly born babe of that Day excels the wisest and most venerable men of this 

time, and the lowliest and most unlearned of that period shall surpass in understanding 

the most erudite and accomplished divines of this age....”  (The Báb, DB: 93)

(13) “It is incumbent upon Bahá'í children to surpass other children in the acquisition of sciences and arts, for they have been cradled in the grace of God.  Whatever other children learn in a year, let Bahá'í children learn in a month.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 141)

(14) “Let them make the greatest progress in the shortest span of time.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 37)

(15) “The intelligence, the capacity, and the worthiness of men differ. This is evident…

This difference does not imply good or evil, but is simply a difference of degree.”  

('Abdu'l-Bahá, BWF: 318)

(16) “As to the differences among human beings and the superiority or inferiority of some individuals to others…The Manifestations of God…affirm that differences are demonstrably 

and indisputably innate, and that ‘We have caused some of you to excel others’ is a proven and inescapable fact.  It is certain that human beings are, by their very nature, different 

one from the other…But the Manifestations also consider that training and education demonstrably exert a tremendous influence.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 17-18)

(17) “For we see that children of the same age, the same country, the same race, indeed of the same family, and trained by the same individual, still are different as to the degree of their comprehension and intelligence. One will make rapid progress, one will receive instruction only gradually, one will remain at the lowest stage of all.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 131)

(18) “Nevertheless, although capacities are not the same, every member of the human 

race is capable of education.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BWF: 249)

(19) “That is to say, education cannot alter the inner essence of a man, but it doth exert tremendous influence, and with this power it can bring forth from the individual whatever perfections and capacities are deposited within him.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 131)

(20) “Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause 

it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, G: 259)


INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND MATERIALS

(1) “They must be given a systematic training which will further their development from 

day to day…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 73)

(2) “Let them make the greatest progress in the shortest span of time...” ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 37)

(3) “…they must learn in play, in amusement. Most ideas must be taught them through speech, not by book learning. One child must question the other concerning these things, and the other child must give the answer. In this way, they will make great progress. For example, mathematical problems must also be taught in the form of questions and answers…Oral questions must be asked and the answers must be given orally. They must discuss with 

each other in this manner.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 73)

(4) “[Children] should be taught, in play, some letters and words and a little reading -- as is done in certain countries where they fashion letters and words out of sweets and give them to the child. For example, they make an 'a' out of candy and say its name is 'a', or make a candy 'b' and call it 'b', and so on with the rest of the alphabet, giving these to the young child. In 

this way children will soon learn their letters...” ('Abdu'l-Bahá: BE: 39-40)

(5) “…At the start the teacher must place a pen in the child's hand, arrange the children 

in groups, and instruct each group according to its capacity.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 40)

(6) “When the children have, in a given place, been seated in rows, and each holdeth a pen, 

and each hath a paper before him, and the teacher hath suspended a blackboard in front of 

the children, let him write thereon with his chalk and have the children copy what he hath written.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 40)

(7) “As soon as they properly recognize the letters, let the teacher make combinations of the letters, while the children follow his lead, writing the combinations on their paper, until, by this method, they come to recognize all the letters, singly and combined in words. Let the teacher then proceed to writing sentences, while the children copy what he hath written, 

each on his own sheet of paper. Let the teacher then explain the meaning of the sentence 

to the children.” ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 40-41)

(8) “And once they have become skilled in the Persian tongue…let the teacher write the foreign language translation beneath the given word. For example, let him write sama (heaven) in Arabic, and ask: "How do we say this in Persian?" If one of the children replieth…let the teacher praise and encourage him. If they are unable to answer, let 

the teacher himself give the translation and write it down, and let the children copy it.” 

('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 41)

(9) “It is also highly praiseworthy to memorize the Tablets, divine verses and sacred traditions. ”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, BE: 39)

(10) “There are also stories about the life of Christ, Muhammad and the other Prophets which 

if told to the children will break down any religious prejudice they may have learned…Such stories…will also be useful to better understand the literature of the Cause…It is however 

the work of experienced people to bring together such materials and make of them interesting 

text books for the children.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, BE: 61)

(11) “Encourage ye the school children, from their earliest years, to deliver speeches of high quality…expressing themselves with clarity and eloquence.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 134)

(12) “Music is an important means to the education and development of humanity…” 

('Abdu'l-Bahá, LOG: 410)

(13) “Consultation bestoweth greater awareness and transmuteth conjecture into certitude...

The maturity of the gift of understanding is made manifest through consultation.”  

(Bahá'u'lláh, CC, vol. I: 93)

(14) “The source of crafts, sciences and arts is the power of reflection.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, TB: 72)

(15) “Among [Bahá'u'lláh’s] teachings was the independent investigation of reality so that 

the world of humanity may be saved from the darkness of imitation and attain to the truth.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, SAB: 298)

(16) “…if a man should live his entire life in one city, he cannot gain a knowledge of the whole world. To become perfectly informed he must visit other cities, see the mountains 

and valleys, cross the rivers and traverse the plains.”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, FWU: 77)

(17) “O SON OF BOUNTY!  Out of the wastes of nothingness, with the clay of My 

command I made thee to appear, and have ordained for thy training every atom in 

existence and the essence of all created things.”  (Bahá'u'lláh, HW, Persian #29)

(18) “Lectures are very essential for they give a wonderful picture of the subject matter. 

But it is not sufficient to have a picture…”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, LOG: 559)

(19) “Through the intensive study of Bahá'í Scriptures…through conferences…laboratory courses… classes in public speaking…lectures…group discussion…the establishment of libraries…forums and devotional gatherings…plays and pageants…picnics and other recreational activities…” (Shoghi Effendi, PBA: 80)

(20) “…much depends on the personality of the teacher and on the method he chooses for presenting the message. Different personalities and different classes and types of individuals need different methods of approach. And it is the sign of an able teacher to know how to best adapt his methods to various types of people…There is no one method one can follow all through… Flexibility and variety of method is, therefore, an essential prerequisite for the success of every teaching activity.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, IT: 21)

(21) “If the teacher proves that his scholars are advancing, no on-looker has a right to 

object to his system…”  ('Abdu'l-Bahá, LOG: 147)


EDUCATIONAL REFORM

(1) “Among those matters which require thorough revision and reform is the method 

of studying the various branches of knowledge and the organization of the academic curriculum. From lack of organization, education has become haphazard and confused.”  

(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, SDC: 105)

(2) “Trifling subjects which should not call for elaboration receive undue attention, to such an extent that students, over long periods of time, waste their minds and their energies…[This] 

is nothing but a waste of time and a marring of the days of one's life. Not only this, but it also 

prevents the individual from undertaking the study of those arts and sciences of which society stands in dire need.”  (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, SDC: 105)

(3) “The individual should, prior to engaging in the study of any subject, ask himself what its uses are and what fruit and result will derive from it. If it is a useful branch of knowledge, that is, if society will gain important benefits from it, then he should certainly pursue it with all 

his heart.  If not, if it consists in empty, profitless debates and in a vain concatenation of imaginings that lead to no result except acrimony, why devote one's life to such useless hairsplittings and disputes.”  (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, SDC: 105)

(4) “…Some of the subjects which today are neglected are extremely valuable, while 

the nation has no need whatever of various other, superfluous studies…Our hope is…

[to] produce fundamental changes in the thinking and the behavior of society…”  

(‘Abdu’l-Bahá, SDC: 106)

(5) “If long-cherished ideals and time-honored institutions, if certain social assumptions and religious formulae have ceased to promote the welfare of the generality of mankind, if they no longer minister to the needs of a continually evolving humanity, let them be swept away…”  (Shoghi Effendi, WOB: 42) 

(6) “The academic life also has its fashions and fads…These fashions are not permanent; 

they are bound to change. Today the fad is a materialistic view of life and of the world.  

A day will soon come when it will become deeply religious and spiritual.”  

(On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, LOG: 212)

(7) “You have asked him for detailed information concerning the Bahá'í educational programme: there is as yet no such thing…”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, BE: 64)

(8) “…The teachings of Bahá'u'lláh and 'Abdu'l-Bahá do not present a definite and detailed educational system, but simply offer certain basic principles and set forth a number of teaching ideals that should guide future Bahá'í educationalists in their efforts to formulate 

an adequate teaching curriculum which would be in full harmony with the spirit of the 

Bahá'í Teachings, and would thus meet the requirements and needs of the modern age.”  

(On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, written in 1939, LOG: 212)

(9) “These basic principles are available in the sacred writings of the Cause, and should 

be carefully studied, and gradually incorporated…But the task of formulating a system 

of education which would be officially recognized by the Cause, and enforced as such throughout the Bahá'í world is one which [the] present-day generation of believers cannot obviously undertake, and which has to be gradually accomplished by Bahá'í scholars and educationalists of the future.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, written in 1939, LOG: 212)

(10) “As for that group who maintains that in effecting these necessary reforms we must proceed with deliberation, exercise patience and gain the objectives one at a time…It is certain that momentous undertakings cannot be brought to a successful conclusion in haste…[We] cannot instantaneously evolve from the nadir of defectiveness to the zenith 

of rightness and perfection.”  (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, SDC: 107)

(11) “If, however, by delay and postponement they mean this, that in each generation only one minute section of the necessary reforms should be attended to, this is nothing but lethargy and inertia, and no results would be forthcoming from such a procedure, except the endless repetition of idle words. If haste is harmful, inertness and indolence are a thousand times worse.”  (‘Abdu’l-Bahá, SDC: 108)

(12) “The Bahá'ís should not always be the last to take up new and obviously excellent methods, but rather the first, as this agrees with the dynamic nature of the Faith which is not only progressive, but holds within itself the seeds of an entirely new culture and civilization.”  (On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, CC, vol. II: 283)

(13) “It is incumbent upon every man of insight and understanding to strive to translate 

that which hath been written into reality and action...”  (Bahá'u'lláh, G: 249)

(14) “Take ye counsel together in all matters, inasmuch as consultation is the lamp of guidance which leadeth the way…”  (Bahá'u'lláh, TB: 168)
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