EXCERPTS FROM SACRED BAHA’I WRITINGS

FOR

CREATED RICH: ACHIEVING PROSPERITY FOR SERVICE SEMINAR

A
That one indeed is a man who, today, dedicateth himself to the service of the entire human race.  The Great Being saith:  Blessed and happy is he that ariseth to promote the best interests of the peoples and kindreds of the earth.  In another passage He hath proclaimed:  It is not for him to pride himself who loveth his own country, but rather for him who loveth the whole world.  The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens. 


Baha'u'llah:  Gleanings, Page: 250

B
Even as He hath said: "O men! Ye are but paupers in need of God; but God is the Rich, the Self-Sufficing." By `riches' therefore is meant independence of all else but God, and by `poverty ' the lack of things that are of God. 

The Kitáb-i-Iqán, by Bahá'u'lláh, page: 132       

C
My highest wish and desire is that ye who are my children may be educated according to the teachings of Baha'u'llah and may receive a Baha'i training; that ye may each become a lighted candle in the world of humanity, may be devoted to the service of all mankind, may give up your rest and comfort, so that ye may become the cause of the tranquillity of the world of creation


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Selections ...  `Abdu'l-Baha, Page: 141

D
Should a man wish to adorn himself with the ornaments of the earth, to wear its apparels, or partake of the benefits it can bestow, no harm can befall him,

IF 

he alloweth nothing whatever to intervene between him and God, for God hath ordained every good thing, whether created in the heavens or in the earth, for such of His servants as truly believe in Him.  Eat ye, O people, of the good things which God hath allowed you, and deprive not yourselves from His wondrous bounties. Render thanks and praise unto Him, and be of them that are truly thankful. 


Baha'u'llah:  Gleanings, Page: 276

E
When you possess these divine susceptibilities, you will be able to awaken and develop them in others.  We cannot give of our wealth to the poor unless we possess it.  How can the poor give to the poor?  How can the soul that is deprived of the heavenly bounties develop in other souls capacity to receive those bounties?


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 7

F
56. O SON OF MAN! 

Thou dost wish for gold and I desire thy freedom from it. Thou thinkest thyself rich in its possession, and I recognize thy wealth in thy sanctity therefrom. By My life! This is My knowledge, and that is thy fancy; how can My way accord with thine?

The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh (Arabic), by Bahá'u'lláh, page: 56

G
Having attained the stage of fulfilment and reached his maturity, man standeth in need of wealth, and such wealth as he acquireth through crafts or professions is commendable and praiseworthy in the estimation of men of wisdom, and especially in the eyes of servants who dedicate themselves to the education of the world and to the edification of its peoples. They are, in truth, cup-bearers of the life-giving water of knowledge and guides unto the ideal way.


Baha'u'llah:  Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 35

A      THE VALLEY OF TRUE POVERTY AND ABSOLUTE NOTHINGNESS  

This station is the dying from self and the living in God, the being poor in self and rich in the Desired One. Poverty as here referred to signifieth being poor in the things of the created world, rich in the things of God's world.

The Seven Valleys and the Four Valleys, by Bahá'u'lláh, p.36

B
The beginning of magnanimity is when man expendeth his wealth on himself, on his family and on the poor among his brethren in his Faith. The essence of wealth is love for Me; whoso loveth Me is the possessor of all things, and he that loveth Me not is indeed of the poor and needy.  This is that which the Finger of Glory and Splendour hath revealed. 


Baha'u'llah:  Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 156

C
49. O CHILDREN OF DUST! 

Tell the rich of the midnight sighing of the poor, lest heedlessness lead them into the path of destruction, and deprive them of the Tree of Wealth. To give and to be generous are attributes of Mine; well is it with him that adorneth himself with My virtues.

The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh (Persian), by Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 49-50

D
Each one of you must have great consideration for the poor and render them assistance. Organize in an effort to help them and prevent increase of poverty. The greatest means for prevention is that whereby the laws of the community will be so framed and enacted that it will not be possible for a few to be millionaires and many destitute.  One of Baha'u'llah's teachings is the adjustment of means of livelihood in human society.  Under this adjustment there can be no extremes in human conditions as regards wealth and sustenance.  For the community needs financier, farmer, merchant and laborer just as an army must be composed of commander, officers and privates.  All cannot be commanders; all cannot be officers or privates.  Each in his station in the social fabric must be competent - each in his function according to ability but with justness of opportunity for all.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 216

E
The third requirement of perfection is to arise with complete sincerity and purity of purpose to educate the masses:  to exert the utmost effort to instruct them in the various branches of learning and useful sciences, to encourage the development of modern progress, to widen the scope of commerce, industry and the arts, to further such measures as will increase the people's wealth.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Secret of Divine Civilization, Page: 39

F
Mankind is submerged in the sea of materialism and occupied with the affairs of this world.  They have no thought beyond earthly possessions and manifest no desire save the passions of this fleeting, mortal existence.  Their utmost purpose is the attainment of material livelihood, physical comforts and worldly enjoyments such as constitute the happiness of the animal world rather than the world of man. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 335

G          ...even though a Bahá'í is permitted in his will to dispose of his wealth in the way he wishes, yet he is morally and conscientiously bound to always bear in mind, while writing his will, the necessity of his upholding the principle of Bahá'u'lláh regarding the social function of wealth , and the consequent necessity of avoiding its over-accumulation and concentration in a few individuals or groups of individuals. 

Kitáb-i-Aqdas, by Bahá'u'lláh, page: 182

A
The first Taraz and the first effulgence which hath dawned from the horizon of the Mother Book is that man should know his own self and recognize that which leadeth unto loftiness or lowliness, glory or abasement, wealth or poverty. Having attained the stage of fulfilment and reached his maturity, man standeth in need of wealth, and such wealth as he acquireth through crafts or professions is commendable and praiseworthy in the estimation of men of wisdom, and especially in the eyes of servants who dedicate themselves to the education of the world and to the edification of its peoples.

Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh revealed after the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, pp. 34-35

B
We know, for example, that poverty is the lack of wealth.  Where there is no knowledge, there is no ignorance.  What is ignorance?  It is the absence of knowledge.  


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 425

C
Man's merit lieth in service and virtue and not in the pageantry of wealth and riches. Take heed that your words be purged from idle fancies and worldly desires and your deeds be cleansed from craftiness and suspicion. Dissipate not the wealth of your precious lives in the pursuit of evil and corrupt affection, nor let your endeavours be spent in promoting your personal interest. Be generous in your days of plenty, and be patient in the hour of loss. Adversity is followed by success and rejoicings follow woe.

Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh revealed after the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 138

D
CLXXXI 

I bear witness, O my God, that Thou hast created me to know Thee and to worship Thee. I testify, at this moment, to my powerlessness and to Thy might, to my poverty and to Thy wealth. There is none other God but Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. 

Prayers and Meditations By Bahá'u'lláh, p. 314

E
Moreover, as people in this world are in need of God, they will also need Him in the other world. The creatures are always in need, and God is absolutely independent, whether in this world or in the world to come. The wealth of the other world is nearness to God. Consequently, it is certain that those who are near the Divine Court are allowed to intercede, and this intercession is approved by God. But intercession in the other world is not like intercession in this world. It is another thing, another reality, which cannot be expressed in words.

Some Answered Questions, by `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 231

F
Man is selfish; they (the Manifestations) sever him from self and desire. Man is haughty; they make him meek, humble and friendly. He is earthly; they make him heavenly. Men are material; the Manifestations transform them into semblance divine. They are immature children; the Manifestations develop them into maturity. Man is poor; they endow him with wealth. Man is base, treacherous and mean; the Manifestations of God uplift him into dignity, nobility and loftiness. These holy Manifestations liberate the world of humanity from the imperfections which beset it and cause men to appear in the beauty of heavenly perfections.

Foundations of World Unity, by `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 111: 

G
If the deceased should leave children who are under age, their share of the inheritance must be entrusted to a reliable individual, or to a company, that it may be invested on their behalf in trade and business until they come of age.  The trustee should be assigned a due share of the profit that hath accrued to it from being thus employed. 


Baha'u'llah:  The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, Page: 28

A
The purpose of the foregoing statements is to demonstrate at least this, that the happiness and greatness, the rank and station, the pleasure and peace, of an individual have never consisted in his personal wealth, but rather in his excellent character, his high resolve, the breadth of his learning, and his ability to solve difficult problems.

The Secret of Divine Civilization, by `Abdu'l-Bahá, pp. 23-24: 

B
For elected representatives will on this account be somewhat inclined to exercise justice, lest their reputation suffer and they fall into disfavor with the public. It should not be imagined that the writer's earlier remarks constitute a denunciation of wealth or a commendation of poverty. Wealth is praiseworthy in the highest degree,

      IF 

it is acquired by an individual's own efforts and the grace of God, in commerce, agriculture, art and industry, and if it be expended for philanthropic purposes. 

Above all, if a judicious and resourceful individual should initiate measures which would universally enrich the masses of the people, there could be no undertaking greater than this, and it would rank in the sight of God as the supreme achievement, for such a benefactor would supply the needs and insure the comfort and well-being of a great multitude.


The Secret of Divine Civilization, by `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 24 

C
"We must be like the fountain or spring that is continually emptying itself of all that it has and is continually being refilled from an invisible source. To be continually giving out for the good of our fellows undeterred by fear of poverty and reliant on the unfailing bounty of the Source of all wealth and all good--this is the secret of right living." 

Directives from the Guardian, p. 32

D
Lord! Pitiful are we, grant us Thy favor; poor, bestow upon us a share from the ocean of Thy wealth ; needy, do Thou satisfy us; abased, give us Thy glory. The fowls of the air and the beasts of the field receive their meat each day from Thee, and all beings partake of Thy care and loving-kindness.

Bahá'í Prayers, p. 19

E
It (work) has not only a utilitarian purpose, but has a value in itself, because it draws us nearer to God, and enables us to better grasp His purpose for us in this world.  It is obvious, therefore, that the inheritance of wealth cannot make anyone immune from daily work.


Baha'u'llah:  Aqdas:  Notes, Page: 192

F
55. O SON OF PASSION! 

Cleanse thyself from the defilement of riches and in perfect peace advance into the realm of poverty; that from the well-spring of detachment thou mayest quaff the wine of immortal life.

The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh (Persian), by Bahá'u'lláh, p. 55 

G
The House of Justice feels, however, that it is important for the friends never to lose sight of the fact that contributing to the funds of the Faith is a spiritual responsibility and privilege of profound significance in the spiritual life of the individual believer, and care must be taken not to trivialize this aspect of Baha'i life or to treat it with a lack of dignity. At the same time, the Assemblies should not dampen the enthusiasm of those friends who, having only slender financial resources, devise imaginative ways of earning money for the work of the Faith. 


Multiple Authors:  Lights of Guidance, Page: 253

A
He who cometh with one goodly deed will receive a tenfold reward. There is no doubt that the living Lord will abundantly confirm those who expend their wealth in His path. O God, my God! Illumine the brows of Thy true lovers, and support them with angelic hosts of certain triumph.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Selections ...  `Abdu'l-Baha, Page: 316

                                                                                                    Bahá'í Prayers, p. 81 

B
The darkness of suppression will disappear and the light of unity will shine. We cannot bring love and unity to pass merely by talking of it. Knowledge is not enough. Wealth, science, education are good, we know: but we must also work and study to bring to maturity the fruit of knowledge.

Abdu'l-Bahá in London, p. 54 

C
Jesus Christ said, "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." By this Christ meant that unless man is released from the material world, freed from the captivity of materialism and receiving a portion of the bounties of the spiritual world, he shall be deprived of the bestowals and favors of the Kingdom of God, and the utmost we can say of him is that he is a perfect animal.

The Promulgation of Universal Peace, by `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 304 

D
What is it of which ye can rightly boast?  Is it on your food and your drink that ye pride yourselves, on the riches ye lay up in your treasuries, on the diversity and the cost of the ornaments with which ye deck yourselves?  If true glory were to consist in the possession of such perishable things, then the earth on which ye walk must needs vaunt itself over you, because it supplieth you, and bestoweth upon you, these very things, by the decree of the Almighty. In its bowels are contained, according to what God hath ordained, all that ye possess. From the earth, as a sign of His mercy, ye derive your riches . Behold then your state, the thing in which ye glory! 

Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 10;  Baha'u'llah:  Gleanings, p. 252               

E
Great is the blessedness awaiting the poor that endure patiently and conceal their                               sufferings, and well is it with the rich who bestow their riches on the needy and prefer them before                                   themselves. Please God, the poor may exert themselves and strive to earn the means of                               livelihood. This is a duty which, in this most great Revelation, hath been prescribed. 

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 202: 

F
Be ye a refuge to the fearful; bring ye rest and peace to the disturbed; make ye a                               provision for the destitute; be a treasury of riches for the poor; be a healing medicine for those who suffer pain; be ye doctor and nurse to the ailing; promote ye friendship, and honour, and  conciliation, and devotion to God, in this world of non-existence. 

Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 72 

G
In the Baha'i Cause arts, sciences and all crafts are (counted as) worship.  The man who makes a piece of notepaper to the best of his ability, conscientiously, concentrating all his forces on perfecting it, is giving praise to God.  Briefly, all effort and exertion put forth by man from the fullness of his heart is worship, if it is prompted by the highest motives and the will to do service to humanity.  This is worship:  to serve mankind and to minister to the needs of the people.  Service is prayer.  A physician ministering to the sick, gently, tenderly, free from prejudice and believing in the solidarity of the human race, he is giving praise'. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Paris Talks*, Pages: 176-177

H
Men have been created to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization. To act like the beasts of the field is unworthy of man.  Those virtues that befit his dignity are forbearance, mercy, compassion and loving-kindness towards all the peoples and kindreds of the earth.


Baha'u'llah:  Gleanings, Page: 215

A
True knowledge, therefore, is the knowledge of God, and this is none other than the recognition of His Manifestation in each Dispensation. Nor is there any wealth save in poverty in all save God and sanctity from aught else but Him--a state that can be realized only when demonstrated towards Him Who is the Dayspring of His Revelation. 

Selections from the Writings of the Báb, p. 89 

B
We must also render service to the world of intellectuality in order that the minds of men may increase in power and become keener in perception, assisting the intellect of man to attain its supremacy so that the ideal virtues may appear.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Pages: 325-326

C
13. O SON OF SPIRIT! 

I created thee rich, why dost thou bring thyself down to poverty? Noble I made thee, wherewith                                dost thou abase thyself? Out of the essence of knowledge I gave thee being, why seekest thou                                 enlightenment from anyone beside Me? Out of the clay of love I molded thee, how dost thou busy                                 thyself with another?

The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh (Arabic), by Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 12-13:

D
Deprive not yourselves of the bounties which have been created for your sake. Charity is pleasing and praiseworthy in the sight of God and is regarded as a prince among goodly deeds. Consider ye and call to mind that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur'án: `They prefer them before themselves, though poverty be their own lot’.

Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh revealed after the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 71 

E
As long as the sovereignty of God is immemorial, therefore the creation of our world          throughout infinity is presupposed. When we look at the reality of this subject, we see that the bounties of God are infinite, without beginning and without end. The greatest bounties of God in this phenomenal world are His Manifestations. This is the greatest postulate. These manifestations are the Suns of Reality. For it is through the Manifestation that the reality becomes known and established for man.

Foundations of World Unity, by `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 53 

F
Then shall we rejoice in the Lord that in this wonderful century and glorious age, under the shelter of the Kingdom of God we have enjoyed these bestowals and will arise in praise and thanksgiving. Therefore, I first exhort myself and then I entreat you to appreciate this great bestowal, recognize this most great guidance, accept these bounties of the Lord. You must endeavor day and night to become worthy of a generous portion of these gifts and realize full capacity of attainment.

The Promulgation of Universal Peace, by `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 196 

G
The News Letter which you have lately initiated fulfills a very vital function and has been started admirably well.  I would urge you to enlarge its scope, as much as your resources permit, that in time it may devote a special section to every phase of your activities, administrative, devotional, humanitarian, financial, educational and otherwise.  That it may attain its object it must combine the essential qualities of accuracy, reliability, thoroughness, dignity and wisdom.


Shoghi Effendi:  Baha'i Administration, Page: 82

H
Above all a prodigious effort, nationwide, sustained and wholly unprecedented in the annals of a richly endowed and spiritually blessed community, aiming at the immediate increase of the financial resources required for the effective prosecution of its manifold and pressing tasks, is required.


Shoghi Effendi:  Citadel of Faith, Page: 42

A
11.  Every person must have an occupation, a trade or a craft, so that he may carry other people's burdens, and not himself be a burden to others. 

          (From a Tablet - translated from the Persian) 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  The Arts, Page: 3

B
As the imperative needs of a Faith, now irresistibly advancing in every direction, multiply, a corresponding increase in the financial means at the disposal of its national administrators directing and controlling its operations, within and beyond the confines of their homeland, to meet these essential and urgent requirements, must be ensured, if its onward march is not to be either halted or slowed down. 


Shoghi Effendi:  Citadel of Faith, Page: 155

C
Mr. Schopflocher is surely known to you and to many friends in Australia.  He is truly one of the most distinguished believers in the West.  He has a deep knowledge of the Cause, and specially of the Administration, and has contributed a unique share towards its establishment and consolidation in the States.  For many years a member of the American N.S.A., he revealed such great qualities of heart and mind as very few of his fellow-members were able to manifest.  He supported valiantly and generously, and through both moral and financial means, the various institutions of the Cause, and in particular the institution of the Baha'i Fund which, as you can well realize, is the foundation stone of every phase of Baha'i activity. 


Shoghi Effendi:  Letters to Australia and New Zealand, Page: 17

D
The Treasurer must be sure to render regular and accurate financial statements to the National Spiritual Assembly so that it can properly plan its work within the means available to it. 


Multiple Authors:  Lights of Guidance, Page: 258

E
80.  O MY SERVANTS! Ye are the trees of My garden; ye must give forth goodly and wondrous fruits, that ye yourselves and others may profit therefrom. Thus it is incumbent on every one to engage in crafts and professions, for therein lies the secret of wealth, O men of understanding!  For results depend upon means, and the grace of God shall be all-sufficient unto you.  Trees that yield no fruit have been and will ever be for the fire.


Baha'u'llah:  Persian Hidden Words, Page: 80

F
The fourth Taraz concerneth trustworthiness.  Verily it is the door of security for all that dwell on earth and a token of glory on the part of the All-Merciful.  He who partaketh thereof hath indeed partaken of the treasures of wealth and prosperity.  Trustworthiness is the greatest portal leading unto the tranquility and security of the people.  In truth the stability of every affair hath depended and doth depend upon it.  All the domains of power, of grandeur and of wealth are illumined by its light.


Baha'u'llah:  Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 37

G
Say:  Honesty, virtue, wisdom and a saintly character redound to the exaltation of man, while dishonesty, imposture, ignorance and hypocrisy lead to his abasement.  By My life!  Man's distinction lieth not in ornaments or wealth, but rather in virtuous behaviour and true understanding.


Baha'u'llah:  Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 57

H
The most despised of men in the sight of God are those who sit idly and beg.  Hold ye fast unto the cord of material means, placing your whole trust in God, the Provider of all means.  When anyone occupieth himself in a craft or trade, such occupation itself is regarded in the estimation of God as an act of worship; and this is naught but a token of His infinite and all-pervasive bounty. 


Baha'u'llah:  Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 26

A
When the Day-Star of Wisdom rose above the horizon of God's Holy Dispensation it voiced this all-glorious utterance:  They that are possessed of wealth and invested with authority and power must show the profoundest regard for religion.  In truth, religion is a radiant light and an impregnable stronghold for the protection and welfare of the peoples of the world


Baha'u'llah:  Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 125

B
57.  O SON OF MAN! Bestow My wealth upon My poor, that in heaven thou mayest draw from stores of unfading splendor and treasures of imperishable glory. But by My life!  To offer up thy soul is a more glorious thing couldst thou but see with Mine eye.


Baha'u'llah:  Arabic Hidden Words, Page: 57

C
Non-Baha'is cannot contribute to our work or do it for us; so really our first obligation is to support our own (teaching) work, as this will lead to the healing of the nations." 

          (From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual 

          believer, December 8, 1947:  Lifeblood of the Cause, 1970, London, 

          pp. 12-13)    
Multiple Authors:  Lights of Guidance, Page: 122

D
56.  O SON OF MAN! Thou dost wish for gold and I desire thy freedom from it.  Thou thinkest thyself rich in its possession, and I recognize thy wealth in thy sanctity therefrom.  By My life!  This is My knowledge, and that is thy fancy; how can My way accord with thine? 


Baha'u'llah:  Arabic Hidden Words, Page: 56

E
11.  O SON OF DUST! Blind thine eyes, that thou mayest behold My beauty; stop thine ears, that thou mayest hearken unto the sweet melody of My voice; empty thyself of all learning, that thou mayest partake of My knowledge; and sanctify thyself from riches, that thou mayest obtain a lasting share from the ocean of My eternal wealth.  Blind thine eyes, that is, to all save My beauty; stop thine ears to all save My word; empty thyself of all learning save the knowledge of Me; that with a clear vision, a pure heart and an attentive ear thou mayest enter the court of My holiness.


Baha'u'llah:  Persian Hidden Words, Page: 11

F
Lord!  Turn me not away from the ocean of Thy wealth and the heaven of Thy mercy, and ordain for me the good of this world and hereafter.  Verily, Thou art the Lord of the mercy-seat, enthroned in the highest; there is none other God but Thee, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. 


Baha'u'llah:  Baha'i Prayers (US), Page: 145

G
O My servants!  Were ye to discover the hidden, the shoreless oceans of My incorruptible wealth, ye would, of a certainty, esteem as nothing the world, nay, the entire creation.


Baha'u'llah:  Gleanings, Page: 323

H
Even this earth's happiness does not depend upon wealth.  You will find many of the wealthy exposed to dangers and troubled by difficulties, and in their last moments upon the bed of death there remains the regret that they must be separated from that to which their hearts are so attached.  They come into this world naked, and they must go from it naked.  


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 33

I
As Baha'is are enjoined to use moderation in all things, and to seek the Golden mean, the N.S.A. can, if it deems it necessary or advisable, counsel the believers to use moderation in this respect also. 


Shoghi Effendi:  Dawn of a New Day, Page: 193

A
Material civilization is likened to the body, whereas divine civilization is the spirit in that body.  A body not manifesting the spirit is dead; a fruitless tree is worthless. Jesus declares that there is spiritual capacity in some people, for all are not submerged in the sea of materialism.  They seek the Divine Spirit; they turn to God; they long for the Kingdom.  It is my hope that these revered people present may attain both material and spiritual progress.  As they have advanced wonderfully in material degrees, so may they, likewise, advance in spiritual development until the body shall become refined and beautiful through the wealth of spiritual potentiality and efficiency. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 104

B
Realizing that wealth is desirable is not becoming wealthy.  The admission that scientific attainment is praiseworthy does not confer scientific knowledge.  Acknowledgment of the excellence of honor does not make a man honorable.  Knowledge of human conditions and the needed remedy for them is not the cause of their betterment. To admit that health is good does not constitute health.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 157

C
I desire distinction for you.  The Baha'is must be distinguished from others of humanity.  But this distinction must not depend upon wealth - that they should become more affluent than other people. I do not desire for you financial distinction.  It is not an ordinary distinction I desire; not scientific, commercial, industrial distinction. For you I desire spiritual distinction - that is, you must become eminent and distinguished in morals.  In the love of God you must become distinguished from all else. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 190

D
When man refuseth to use material means, he is like a thirsty one who seeketh to quench his thirst through means other than water or other liquids.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Prayer, Meditation, ..., Pages: 231-232

E
You must become distinguished for loving humanity, for unity and accord, for love and justice.  In brief, you must become distinguished in all the virtues of the human world - for faithfulness and sincerity, for justice and fidelity, for firmness and steadfastness, for philanthropic deeds and service to the human world, for love toward every human being, for unity and accord with all people, for removing prejudices and promoting international peace.  Finally, you must become distinguished for heavenly illumination and for acquiring the bestowals of God.  


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 190

F
Should a man try to fly with the wing of religion alone he would quickly fall into the quagmire of superstition, whilst on the other hand, with the wing of science alone he would also make no progress, but fall into the despairing slough of materialism.  All religions of the present day have fallen into superstitious practices, out of harmony alike with the true principles of the teaching they represent and with the scientific discoveries of the time.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Paris Talks*, Page: 143

G
Jesus declares that there is spiritual capacity in some people, for all are not submerged in the sea of materialism.  They seek the Divine Spirit; they turn to God; they long for the Kingdom.  It is my hope that these revered people present may attain both material and spiritual progress.  As they have advanced wonderfully in material degrees, so may they, likewise, advance in spiritual development until the body shall become refined and beautiful through the wealth of spiritual potentiality and efficiency. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 104   

A
Today, however, most of those who sit at that table are the poor, and this is why Christ hath said blessed are the poor, for riches do prevent the rich from entering the Kingdom; and again, He saith, `It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God.' 

If, however, the wealth of this world, and worldly glory and repute, do not block his entry therein, that rich man will be favoured at the Holy Threshold and accepted by the Lord of the Kingdom. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Selections ...  `Abdu'l-Baha, Page: 195

B
It is the duty of those who are in charge of the organization of society to give every individual the opportunity of acquiring the necessary talent in some kind of profession, and also the means of utilizing such a talent, both for its own sake and for the sake of earning the means of his livelihood.  Every individual, no matter how handicapped and limited he may be, is under the obligation of engaging in some work or profession, for work, specially when performed in the spirit of service, is according to Baha'u'llah a form of worship.  It has not only a utilitarian purpose, but has a value in itself, because it draws us nearer to God, and enables us to better grasp His purpose for us in this world.  It is obvious, therefore, that the inheritance of wealth cannot make anyone immune from daily work." 

           Directives of the Guardian    p. 83

           From letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to NSA of the US and Canada, March 1937 

C
"One of the distinguishing features of the Cause of God is its principle of non-acceptance of financial contributions for its own purposes from non-Baha'is:  support of the Baha'i Fund is a bounty reserved by Baha'u'llah to His declared followers.  This bounty imposes full responsibility for financial support of the Faith on the believers alone, every one of whom is called upon to do his utmost to ensure that the constant and liberal outpouring of means is maintained and increased to meet the growing needs of the Cause." 

          (From a letter of the Universal House of Justice to the Baha'is of 

          the World, Naw-Rúz 1974) 


Multiple Authors:  Lights of Guidance, Pages: 251-252

D
The importance of contributing resides in the degree of sacrifice of the giver, the spirit of devotion with which the contribution is made and the unity of the friends in this service; these attract the confirmations of God and enhance the dignity and self-respect of the individuals and the community." 

          (From a letter of the Universal House of Justice to all 

National Spiritual Assemblies, August 7, 1985) 


Multiple Authors:  Lights of Guidance, Page: 252

E
"There is no righteousness in turning your faces toward the East or the West, but he is righteous who believeth in God, and the last day, and the angels, and the Scriptures, and the Prophets; who for the love of God disburseth his wealth to his kindred, and to orphans, and the needy and the wayfarer, and those who ask, and for ransom; who observeth prayer, and payeth the legal alms, and who is of those who perform their covenant when they have covenanted, and are patient under ills and hardships, and in time of trouble:  these are they who are just, and these are they who fear the Lord."(59) 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Secret of Divine Civilization, Pages: 95-96

F
What are the fruits of the human world?  They are the spiritual attributes which appear in man.  If man is bereft of those attributes, he is like a fruitless tree.  One whose aspiration is lofty and who has developed self-reliance will not be content with a mere animal existence.  He will seek the divine Kingdom; he will long to be in heaven although he still walks the earth in his material body, and though his outer visage be physical, his face of inner reflection will become spiritual and heavenly


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 336

A
Wealth is most commendable, provided the entire population is wealthy.  If, however, a few have inordinate riches while the rest are impoverished, and no fruit or benefit accrues from that wealth, then it is only a liability to its possessor.  If, on the other hand, it is expended for the promotion of knowledge, the founding of elementary and other schools, the encouragement of art and industry, the training of orphans and the poor - in brief, if it is dedicated to the welfare of society - its possessor will stand out before God and man as the most excellent of all who live on earth and will be accounted as one of the people of paradise. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Secret of Divine Civilization, Pages: 24-25

B
The purpose of the foregoing statements is to demonstrate at least this, that the happiness and greatness, the rank and station, the pleasure and peace, of an individual have never consisted in his personal wealth, but rather in his excellent character, his high resolve, the breadth of his learning, and his ability to solve difficult problems.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Secret of Divine Civilization, Pages: 23-24

C
Thou hast asked about material means and prayer.  Prayer is like the spirit and material means are like the human hand.  The spirit operateth through the instrumentality of the hand.  Although the one true God is the All-Provider, it is the earth which is the means to supply sustenance.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Prayer, Meditation, ..., Page: 231

D
When a rich man believes and follows the Manifestation of God, it is a proof that his wealth is not an obstacle and does not prevent him from attaining the pathway of salvation.  After he has been tested and tried, it will be seen whether his possessions are a hindrance in his religious life.  But the poor are especially beloved of God.  Their lives are full of difficulties, their trials continual, their hopes are in God alone.  Therefore, you must assist the poor as much as possible, even by sacrifice of yourself.  No deed of man is greater before God than helping the poor.  Spiritual conditions are not dependent upon the possession of worldly treasures or the absence of them. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 216

E
In this day it is incumbent upon everyone to serve the Cause of God, while He Who is the Eternal Truth - exalted be His glory - hath made the fulfillment of every undertaking on earth dependent on material means.  Hence it is enjoined upon every individual to offer that which is the Right of God. 


Baha'u'llah:  Huququ'llah, Page: 500

F
53.  O YE THAT PRIDE YOURSELVES ON MORTAL RICHES! Know ye in truth that wealth is a mighty barrier between the seeker and his desire, the lover and his beloved.  The rich, but for a few, shall in no wise attain the court of His presence nor enter the city of content and resignation.  Well is it then with him, who, being rich, is not hindered by his riches from the eternal kingdom, nor deprived by them of imperishable dominion. By the Most Great Name! The splendor of such a wealthy man shall illuminate the dwellers of heaven even as the sun enlightens the people of the earth!


Baha'u'llah:  Persian Hidden Words, Page: 53

G
The Assembly is the trustee of the funds in its care, and its primary concern in investing such funds should be to preserve their real value. Obtaining a good income from such investments is also desirable, but is a secondary consideration and should not be sought if this would endanger the value of the principal.


Shoghi Effendi: Lights of Guidance, nbr  88, Page 264

A
Be united in counsel, be one in thought.  Let each morn be better than its eve and each morrow richer than its yesterday.  Man's merit lieth in service and virtue and not in the pageantry of wealth and riches.  Dissipate not the wealth of your precious lives in the pursuit of evil and corrupt affection, nor let your endeavours be spent in promoting your personal interest.  Be generous in your days of plenty, and be patient in the hour of loss.


Baha'u'llah:  Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 138

B
Therefore as a token of favour towards men We have prescribed that interest on money should be treated like other business transactions that are current amongst men.  Thus, now that this lucid commandment hath descended from the heaven of the Will of God, it is lawful and proper to charge interest on money, that the people of the world may, in a spirit of amity and fellowship and with joy and gladness, devotedly engage themselves in magnifying the Name of Him Who is the Well-Beloved of all mankind. 


Baha'u'llah:  Tablets of Baha'u'llah, Page: 133

C
55.  O SON OF PASSION! Cleanse thyself from the defilement of riches and in perfect peace advance into the realm of poverty; that from the well-spring of detachment thou mayest quaff the wine of immortal life.


Baha'u'llah:  Persian Hidden Words, Pages: 54-55

D
Beseech ye God that He may enable everyone to discharge the obligation of Huquq, inasmuch as the progress and promotion of the Cause of God depend on material means.


Baha'u'llah:  Huququ'llah, Page: 489

E
Therefore, mere knowledge is not sufficient for complete human attainment.  The teachings of the Holy Books need a heavenly power and divine potency to carry them out.  A house is not built by mere acquaintance with the plans.  Money must be forthcoming; volition is necessary to construct it; a carpenter must be employed in its erection.  It is not enough to say, "The plan and purpose of this house are very good; I will live in it."  


Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 249

F
And inasmuch as God hath made the achievement of everything conditional upon material means, therefore the injunction prescribing payment of the Huquq hath been revealed from the heaven of His Will, and the blessings flowing from this deed shall fall to the donors themselves. 


Baha'u'llah:  Huququ'llah, Page: 500

G
Fear ye God, and take heed not to outstrip the bounds of moderation, and be numbered among the extravagant. 


Baha'u'llah:  Gleanings, Page: 251

H
If a man eats too much, he ruins his digestion; if he takes poison he becomes ill or dies.  If a person gambles he will lose his money; if he drinks too much he will lose his equilibrium.  All these sufferings are caused by the man himself, it is quite clear therefore that certain sorrows are the result of our own deeds.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Paris Talks*, Pages: 49-50

I
Mankind receives the bounties of material civilization as well as divine civilization from the heavenly Prophets.  The capacity for achieving extraordinary and praiseworthy progress is bestowed by Them through the breaths of the Holy Spirit, and heavenly civilization is not possible of attainment or accomplishment otherwise. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Promulgation of Universal Peace*, Page: 375

A
It is God's command that the cost of burial take precedence, then payment of debts, then the Right of God.  Verily He is the One Who will pay due recompense, the All-Rewarding, the All-Generous.  If the property is not equal to the debts, the estate must be distributed in direct proportion to each debt.  The settlement of debts is a most important command set forth in the Book.  


Baha'u'llah:  Huququ'llah, Pages: 495-496

B
Every human being has the right to live; they have a right to rest, and to a certain amount of well-being.  As a rich man is able to live in his palace surrounded by luxury and the greatest comfort, so should a poor man be able to have the necessaries of life.  Nobody should die of hunger; everybody should have sufficient clothing; one man should not live in excess while another has no possible means of existence. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Paris Talks*, Pages: 131-132

C
In this way the Baha'is will become known to all as people who are dependable and honest, virtuous and enlightened, pure and refined; who are industrious and high-principled, liberal-minded and promoters of freedom; whose concern is to serve the common good, not to advance their own interests, and whose aim is to further the welfare and prosperity of the people, not to foster their own well-being. 


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Trustworthiness, Page: 341

D
Parallel with this, and pervading all departments of life - an evil which the nation, and indeed all those within the capitalist system, though to a lesser degree, share with that state and its satellites regarded as the sworn enemies of that system - is the crass materialism, which lays excessive and ever-increasing emphasis on material well-being, forgetful of those things of the spirit on which alone a sure and stable foundation can be laid for human society.  


Shoghi Effendi:  Citadel of Faith, Pages: 124-125

E
Arise ye, under all conditions, to render service to the Cause, for God will assuredly assist you through the power of His sovereignty which overshadoweth the worlds.


Baha'u'llah:  The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, Page: 46

F
O Thou kind Lord!  These lovely children are the handiwork of the fingers of Thy might and the wondrous signs of Thy greatness. O God!  Protect these children, graciously assist them to be educated and enable them to render service to the world of humanity.  O God!  These children are pearls, cause them to be nurtured within the shell of Thy loving-kindness. Thou art the Bountiful, the All-Loving. 

                                      - Abdu'l-Baha    


`Abdu'l-Baha:  Baha'i Prayers (US edition), Page: 36

G
Make every effort to acquire the advanced knowledge of the day, and strain every nerve to carry forward the divine civilization.  Establish schools that are well organized, and promote the fundamentals of instruction in the various branches of knowledge through teachers who are pure and sanctified, distinguished for their high standards of conduct and general excellence, and strong in faith; scholars and educators with a thorough knowledge of sciences and arts.


`Abdu'l-Baha:  The Arts, Page: 6
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