The Baha'i International Community
at the United Nations

The Moral and Ethical Dimensions of
Climate Change




What 1s the Baha’l International Community?

International NGO
affiliates (NSAs) in over 180 countries and territories
works with the UN, governments and NGOs

promotes Baha’i principles and applies them to current-
day challenges facing humanity

focus: human rights, advancement of women, social and
sustainable development
offices In New York, Geneva, and Brussels

representatives to UN regional commissions in Addis
Ababa, Bangkok, Nairobi, Rome, Santiago, and Vienna
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Youth Caucus at the
Commission on Sustainable Development




“The search for solutions to climate change has

o revealed the limits of traditional technological and
=% policy approaches and has raised difficult guestions

SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY:

REDEFINING THE CHALLENGE
OF CLIMATE CHANGE

. about justice, equity, responsibility and obligation.

As communities and policy-makers worldwide
have wrestled with these questions, they have
brought us all to the threshold of a tremendous
opportunity. It is the opportunity to take the next
step In the transition from a state-centered mode of
Interacting on the world stage to one rooted in the
unity which connects us as the inhabitants of one
biosphere, the citizens of one world and the
members of one human civilization. *




“The world of politics Is like the world of man; he iIs
seed at first, and then passes by degrees to the
condition of embryo and fetus, acquiring a bone
structure, being clothed with flesh, taking on his own
special form, until at last he reaches the plane where he
can befittingly fulfill the words: "the most excellent of
Makers."[1] Just as this is a requirement of creation and
IS based on the universal Wisdom, the political world in
the same way cannot instantaneously evolve from the

nadir of defectiveness to the zenith of righthess and
perfection. Rather, qualified individuals must strive by
day and by night, using all those means which will
conduce to progress, until the government and the
people develop along every line from day to day and
even from moment to moment.”

‘Abdu’l-Baha, Secret of Divine Civilization




